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Site: Baie de Khnifiss�
Designation date: 20/06/1980�
�
Coordinates: 28°00'N 012°15'W�
Elevation:    30-50 m�
Area: 6,500 ha�
�
Location: The site is located on the Saharan Atlantic coast, 120 km southwest of the town of Tan Tan and 70 km east-northeast of the city of Tarfaya, in the province of Laayoune in southwest Morocco.�
�
Criteria: 1a, 2b, 2c, 3a, 3b, 3c


Small hillocks on the edge of the Sebkha Tazra support the endemic halophyte Limonium tuberculatum. Other endemic plants include Echiochilon chazaliei, Astydamia latifolia, Opophytum gaussenii, Asparagus altissimus, Anvillea radiata, Salsola glomerata, Helianthemum ellipticum and Inula lozanoi. Endemic fauna contains the toad Bufo brongersmai, the gecko Geckonia chazaliae and the shrew Crocidura tarfayensis. Baie de Khnifiss is one of the rare nesting sites of the Morocco subspecies of the cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo maroccanus. Furthermore, it includes nesting birds, such as the endangered bustard Chlamydotis undulata, but also the duck Tadorna ferruginea, the gull Larus genei, the wader Himantopus himantopus and the tern Sterna hirundo. The lagoon's strategic position on the East Atlantic Flyway, together with its abundant invertebrate and fish fauna and seagrass beds, give rise to internationally important numbers of staging and wintering birds. The most numerous species (both staging and wintering) are waders Limosa lapponica, Calidris canutus and C. alpina, with substantial numbers also of Charadrius hiaticula, Numenius phaeopus, N. arquata and Calidris alba. Other shorebird species include Charadrius alexandrinus, Actitis hypoleucos and Arenaria interpres. Other common wintering birds include the spoonbill Platalea leucorodia, the flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber roseus (>1,000), ducks Anas penelope, A. acuta and A. clypeata, the coot Fulica atra and the gull Larus audouinii. �
�
Wetland Types: J, A, G, H (dominant type listed first) 


Baie de Khnifiss consists of a shallow coastal lagoon with saltflats, sandflats, mudflats, saltmarsh with muddy creeks, dunes, desert and a rocky island.�
�
Biological/Ecological notes: The site contains 179 bird species, 15 species of reptiles and 27 mammal species. The mud and sandflats support a rich benthic invertebrate fauna, including 18 copepod species. The adjoining part of the Atlantic Ocean has an abundant plankton and fish fauna, owing to an upwelling of nutrient-rich cold water. This productive water enters Khniffis lagoon at high tide and plays a major role in its ecology. Saltmarsh plants include Salicornia sp., Suaeda sp., Spartina sp. and Halimione portulacoides. Much of the Sebkha Tazra is too saline for plant growth to occur. Permanently submerged and rarely exposed mudflats support beds of seagrass Zostera nana.�
�
Hydrological/Physical notes: The site stretches some 15 km inland from the coast, before opening out into the expanse of Sebkha Tazra, an area of saltflats and intermittently flooded mud and silt. The Sebkha gives way to sand-inundated cliffs and rocky desert. The lagoon itself is tidal and contains large areas of open water, mudflats and saltmarsh. The arid Saharan climate is ameliorated by oceanic influences, with temperatures varying from 13° to 24 °C. And while annual precipitation varies between 40 and 50 mm, moist trade winds and nighttime fog sustain a humid coastal fringe. There is a small amount of freshwater input to the lagoon from precipitation, frequently falling in storms, and by underground and surface flows from Oued Aouedri. Salinity in the lagoon increases progressively with distance from the open sea. �
�
Human Uses:  The site’s maritime waters are state-owned, yet the land is collectively owned. The surrounding area consists of collectively owned rangelands. The most important human activities in the area are the rearing of grazing livestock (goats, sheep, camels) by nomadic herdsmen, and traditional line and net fishing.�
�
Conservation Measures: Baie de Khnifiss was declared a Permanent Biological Reserve in 1962. The Laayoune Forest Service is responsible for the site management. A monitoring system for the coastal regions has been set up by the provincial authorities.�
�
Adverse Factors: The installation of tourist infrastructures could stimulate urbanization. The impact of over-grazing encourages the desertification of the zone by shifting of the sand dunes, and therefore constitutes a threat to the surroundings. A management plan is needed to help ensure that any future pressures do not damage this fragile ecosystem and the wildlife and people which depend upon it for their survival.�
�
Most recent Ramsar Information Sheet/datasheet: 1993. Please see Introduction for more details.�
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